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Styles of Narration in the (Journey of Ibn Fattouma) by Naguib Mahfouz

Nida Ahmad Mashal*

ABSTRACT

In his novel "The Journey of Ibn Fatoumah”, Naguib Mahfouz took the title of the Arab Islamic
Civilization (Dar al-Islam) as he calls it in the novel as a starting point for dialogue with the other
and recognition of pluralism and differences. These were represented by the seven civilizations
(houses) among which Ibn Fattouma, the hero of the work, moved in his spiritual and intellectual
journey in search of perfection in order to show what Dar al-Islam suffers of backwardness,
duplication, tyranny and the discrepancy between what is said and what is done; and to get rid of
the centrality of Arabism and selfishness of civilization and self-amplification and recognition in
return for the merits of the other civilization and its virtues and ethics, regardless of religion. To
do so, Mahfouz employed different narrative techniques that enabled him to communicate the
central theme of this work which is characterized by its allusion to several texts especially the
travelogue literature such as the travels of Ibn Battuta, Arabian Nights, and the News of Sofists.
This is not strange taking into consideration the fact that this work was among the last written by
Mahfouz and therefore he puts into it the gist of his narrative expertise, his philosophical
knowledge, and his human and intellectual experience, and this is represented in the framework
narrative / manuscript, the motif of the journey, the duality of the narrative voice, and the
supernatural. The importance of these techniques will be the focus of our study, which adopted
the method of literary analysis.
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* Department of Arabic Language, Philadelphia University
Received on 15/1/2019 and Accepted for Publication on 9/7/2019.

- 484 -



